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Left:
Nathalie Beelprez
Belgium
Look Inside My Heart
Ceramic
30 × 40 × 23 centimeters
  
The text is by the artist. It reads: “Look inside
my heart and you will find more than love.”
Below:
Nathalie Beelprez
Belgium
Sagesse
Natural pigments on canvas
120 × 60 centimeters
The artist writes: The title—Sagesse—is written
in French because there is no translation of the
word that sounds as beautiful. The English word—
wisdom—and the Dutch word—wijsheid—do not
have the same resonance. I’ve worked on this piece for
five years. I started with the text on the left, and then,
in 2014, the right side was filled with quotations from
philosophers, writers, and poets.

Nathalie Beelprez is a Flemish calligrapher
and artist who works and lives at Simbolik, a
combined house, studio, and exhibition space
in the historic city of Bruges, Belgium, that can
be visited throughout the year. At Simbolik,
thoughts, ideas, shapes, chances, and letters are
born, live, and are harvested as a never-ending
life process. Her work, always handmade and
handwritten, makes Simbolik an alwayschanging house where words become wiser.
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Mike Gold
Ohio
Talk of the Flower
Collage, sumi ink, and acrylic on wood
12 × 12 × 1 inches
The artist writes: The large line work in the
background and foreground is an exercise in markmaking. I see letter making the same way, as an exercise in line, shape and form. Cy Twombly’s words are
my guide in this: “Every line is the actual experience
with its own unique story.” I actually didn’t intend to
add the flowers, but I’d been working on some pieces
with flowers and one thing led to another.
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Text: “A Flower Does Not Talk” by Zenkei Shibayama
Silently a flower blooms,
In silence it falls away;
Yet here now, at this moment, at this place,
the whole of the flower, the whole of
the world is blooming.
This is the talk of the flower, the truth
of the blossom;
The glory of the eternal life is fully shining here.
From A Flower Does Not Talk: Zen Essays by Abbot
Zenkei Shibayama. © 1970. Tuttle Publishing. Used
with permission. All rights reserved.
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Sheila Waters
Maryland
Thoughts on Man’s Life
Walnut ink on vellum
11 × 8.5 inches
Text is from an adaptation of “An Interview
with God” by James (Jim)
Brown, writing under
the pen name of James
J. Lachard. (It is often
erroneously attributed to
the Dalai Lama on social
networks.)

Born in 1929, Sheila Waters studied many art
subjects from age 16 to 22. In 1951 she earned a
masters degree from the Royal College of Art,
London, with lettering arts as her specialty, and
later that year was elected to Fellowship in the
Society of Scribes and Illuminators. In 1971 she
emigrated to the United States. She has taught
countless students, and her works are owned
internationally. With a group of associates,
Sheila founded the Washington Calligraphers
Guild in 1976. Foundations of Calligraphy, her
now classic textbook, was published in 2006
and remains in print.
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